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votes were sufficient to veto any change of an
important character. Prussia, having seventeen
votes, thus had the right to negative any con-
stitutional amendments. Bavaria, \Yurtemberg
and Saxony in combination had the same
power. The Commonwealth of Australia Act,
as we have seen, expressly reserves the powers
of autonomy to the states constituting the
Commonwealth.
So far as India is concerned, the successive
Government of India Acts contain the clause
that the treaties with the states continue to be
binding on the Crown. The Act of 1858 de-
clared :
All treaties by the said Company shall be
binding on Her Majesty; and all contracts,
covenants, liabilities and engagements of the
said Company made, incurred or entered
into before the commencement of this Act,
may be enforced by and against the Secretary
of State in Council in like manner and in the
same courts as they might have been by and
against the said Company, if this Act had not
been passed.
The Government of India Act (1915) con-
tains the following provision: